
!r
SENATE FINANCE & CLAIMS

Exhibit No.

Date 3-/E'/lMarch i7. 2011

Senate Finance and Claims Cornmittee.
BillNo. ilaz

My name is Mari Dominguez" I am the Executive Directcr of Bridger Clinic in
Bozeman and a registered Nurse. I'm writing to request that.vou restore all Famil1,'
Planning funding originally included in the DPHHS budget tbr the next bienniurn.

Title X (ten) Clinics across Montana provided crucial safety net heaithcare to 27 "731
lvomen and men in 20i0. At Bridger Clinic lre saiv 5,617 patients last year.
Fifty-one percent had no health insurance coverage.

Title X healthcare is cancer screenings, earl;r diagnosis and treatment of cornmon
health problems, and heip fbr wamen to plan and space pregnancies for the best
possible outcomes.

In Bozeman's private medical sector, the tbe range for an annual exam needed to get an
effective prescription birth control methad is $150 to $300. Retail phannacy prices for
these prescriptions range frora $35 to $100 per month. These fees are unaflbrdable fbr
low income wage earners who are struggling tc cover hasic housing" foad and
transpodation costs,

At Bridger Clinic" the conservative estimate of additio*al pregnancies and births to
lvledicaid eligible \&omen without affordable contraeeption rvould be 1.068 in one year"
at a cost of $13,090,476 doliars to lr,{edicaid. l'his is precisely why xhe firnds to expand
Medicaid eligibility for famiiy planning services are so crucial to cost containmenr"

The cost lbr a year's suppl5' of birth control at Bridger Clinic is $176"

Abo$ion is not funded by Title X. and these services elearly reduce unintended
pregnancy" According to the Guttmacher Institute. Montana's level of aborticn rvould
be 104Yo higher, and the level of teen presnallcy would be 88% higher in rhe absenc*
of Title X services.l

This cut wculd absolutely result in much higher financial and personal eosts for
thousands of Montanans, and place a far greater burden cn the medical and socisl
programs that remain, trt will do nothing to reduce expenses for either the state or
its' citizens, and so I urge you to vote to restcre family planning funding.

Thanklou,; l.
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:.. . ..-/Mari Dominguez Rhl
12630 Glenna l)rive
Bozeman, MT 59718

l. http://www.guthnacher.org/stdecenter/title-X/]vlT.htrnl



I am a 3't yeaf o_ld. mafrie4 mgthe.r gf thJ.ee. Due to the care and
education I received from The Bridger- Clinic and Flathead Famillt
Planning in my early adulthood, I have been able to successfully plan my
prggnancies and work towards a fulfilling career, marriage, and life.

Since graduating from The University of Montana I have gone on to
become an engaged citizen of this state.. $eryed in thq Ar-neri0,orps to develop after school programming for

undeserved teens in Montana communities.. Worked as the director of a small non-prgfit org who's focus was
substa,nce abuse prevention and,restorative ypUth justice.

. And gaye back, by working as a Hqalth Eduqator and $qunselor,
so others would have the same successes as I have had.

My husband and I share the duties of parenting by sacrifiqing to make
sure we have gne parent at hofne, focqspd gn raising .ouf chifdrcrn-.
We have struggled through the devastating cqqts of bifihing .pfematurg
twins. gompany lay-offg, qnd of higher qducation bil.lq.

l, like many other Montana women, sit at a pivotal tipp-ing point in my life.
I am on the vefge of hgcomiqg finAncially stable and successful. ln-lhis
e-c.ongmic enyironment, an unplqnned presnency would hgvq a
deyqstating effect on- r.ny children. career. and marriage.

YVilh.out the education and care I received from tl{ontana Title X clinigs, it
is possible, I would have not had the opportunity to accomplish any of my
past successes. The future, long-term, costs to our society in unplanned
pregnancy, abortion, advanced stage cancer, sexually transmitted
infection, and poverty, greatly .-outw.gigh the smaJl gost oJ .preyention
thfoUgh Titlq X funding. Before you vote, please think of all the women,
families, and children who will not only be hurt, but devastated, if this
funding is not reinstated. Thank you for your time!
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03.t6.2011

Senate Finance and Claims Committee:

I urge you to reinstate Title X funding for family planning and contraception into the state
budget!

Research from the Guttmacher Institute shows that every $1 spent on these services saves
taxpayers S3 .1 4 in preventative care. In the same 2008 study, 59,1 00 women in Montana were in
need of publicly supported contraceptive serices and supplies. Cutting these services, however,
will increase taxpayer costs, as well as increasing unwanted pregnancies and subsequent
abortionsrsocial ser-vi ces costs.

Additionally, losing affordable preventative cancer screenings for low-income patients will result
in undiagnosed, life-threatening illness for patients who forego care because they just can't pay.
Undiagnosed infection and STI's will create public health problems and long term consequences
for patients unable to afford treatment. I have seen first-hand patients having to decide between
food and rent or healthcare and prescription birth control in this struggling economy.
Unforlunately, this can lead to unplanned pregnancy and undiagnosed health problems. I strongly
believe these women and familes should not have to choose between healthcare and
responsibility or feeding and housing themselves.

I am an employee at Bridger Clinic, Inc, a Title X funded clinic. With our funding cut, we are
facing the prospect of layoffs and shutting our clinic doors. This means more jobs will be lost in
an already poor economy. I am also a patient here, and Bridger Clinic has been my primary
health resource since 2006.

Please take action on behalf of low-income families in Montana, while saving taxpayers money
with preventative care. Please remember the hardworking staff of these clinics also, who will be
directly affected. Thank you for your careful consideration- many Montanans will be depending
on it!

3510 Laredo Dr

Bozernan, \,{T 59718

Respectfully,



To: The Senate Finance and Claims Committee

From: Cindy Ballew
48 Windmill Rd.
Lavina,MT 59046

I am in full support of funding family planning and Title X supported programs for
Montana citizens. Cutting or eliminating programs that provide reduced cost health care
to low income men and women and that assist individuals and families in preventing
pregnancies and subsequent children that they are not rcady, willing, or able to take care
of is fiscally irresponsible and shows an upsetting lack of compassion and insight into the
real issues of real people. In addition, the work that family planning clinics do every day
reduces abortions and I believe they should be acknowledged and congratulated for that.

Montana family planning clinics encourage their thousands of patients to make informed
and responsible decisions regarding their health and their behavior. Cutting family
planning and Title X funding will not save our state money in the short run, let alone the
long run, and refusing to accept federal Title X funds for Montana reflects a stubborn
ideology that is not shared by most Montanans. I encourage the members of the Senate
Finance and Claims Committee and all of the legislators to support the important efforts
and proven results of family planning through informed and responsible voting that
shows you are in tune with the needs of your constituents and Montana citizens and
families.



S{arch 18. 201 I

Senate Finance and Claims Committee,

I have been a patient of Bridger Clinic for l0 years and an employee for 7%years.

I first wsnt to Bridger Clinic as a college shrdent looking for affordable healthcare and
contraception. Having met my now-husband while I was is college, we knew we wanted
to start a faurily, but finishing school, matuing in our marriage, and achieving financial
stabitity were things we felt every child deserved in a family.

Three and a half years agc, my husband and I wslcomd our first child without
reservation and with every resource we could need" We wer€ ready and gleefirlly excited
to be parents. IVe look forward to welcoming mother child into our family soon.

I can say without hesitation that my husband and I are attentive, loving and devoted
parents. We are employed, ta>r-payrng, voting citizens who have usd family planning to
delay pregrumcy until we were ready. We are paying it fonrard as contibuting
community member$ and thankfirl for everything we have today-

As an employee at Bridger Clinic, I see women trying to make the same reqponsible
decisions about parenthood that my husband and I faced. Deciding to become a parent is
the most important decision we can make. I urge you to reinstate family planning
funding rc clinics like Bridger Clinic can continue to fcster healthy futures for the men
and women we $erv€.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Sincerely,

Stephanie McDowell
109 S/est Villard St
Bozeman, MT 59715



Hello,

I arn an employeg a patien! and a supporter of the Bridger Clinic in Bozeman. I request
that you please voteto rsinstate funding fornon-profit, farnily-ptanning clinics like
Bridger Clinie, Planned Paren&ods of Montana, and tlreNorthwest Corrmunity Health
Clinic inLibby. These cliuics arc vital to ths communities &ey setrve, and this frmding is
absolutely crucial to these clinics-

If fimding is cut, over 27,000 Montana men and women will lose healthcars services they
will be unable to get elsewhere. Cutting these funds goes against cortunon sense. It
would leadto an increas€ in unplanned pregnancies; the Guttmacher Institute in 2008
estimated that *ress clinics hel$ prevent 5,300 unintendd pregnancies that year in the
state of Montana, and witJrout thern, the teen pFegnancy rate would bc 88% higher.
Cutting funds to these clinics would increase the number of women seeking to teminate
unintended pregnancies; the Guthacher Institute in 2008 e$imated that the abortion rate
in Montana would have beea 104% higher without Title X clinics. Finally, unintended
pregnancies would cost the state much more in Medicaid-funded births and the
subsequent subsidies required for low-income families-

Cutting access to affordable birttr control for those u&o can't afford a pregrartcy and want
to plan responsibly for their families is bad for Montana It threatens the livelihood of the
workers of these clinics. The impct on Montanans would b huge. I urge you to vote to
support funding for family planning.

Thank yoq

PaigeNewton
208 S. 3rd Ave.
Bozeman, MT 59715
(406) s7&-92:76


